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Weather

State cuts
force policy
changes for
universities

TODAY

HIGH 57 °

TONIGHT
LOW 34 °

Clemson, Winthrop
among S.C. colleges
adopting staff furloughs

TOMORROW
HIGH 60 °
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Liz Segrist

NEWS EDITOR

SPORTS

Courtesy of USC Media Relations

Athletic Director Eric Hyman discusses the university’s athletics department’s $15 million donation to the University.

The DG Sports Editors
break down what Gamecock football needs to do
to pick up the pieces.

See page 1B

THE MIX

Athletics gives academics
$15 million over 15 years
Department uses money from recent SEC contract to
aid scholarships, benefit entire university
Josh Dawsey
STAFF WRITER

Mix Editor Colin Jones
gives his picks for the Top
5 Albums of 2008.

See page 6
Check out tomorrow’s issue
for the Top 5 of 2009!

VIEWPOINTS
The “F”
word isn’t
just for girls
anymore.
Feminism
in the 21st
century is
more than
just a
stereotype.

Faced with the largest budget crisis in recent years,
university officials scratched their heads over Christmas
break, unsure of how to deal with the cuts that will affect
the university at almost every level.
The situation improved Dec. 22, when the university’s
athletics department donated $15 million to the university’s academic budget. The money will be given over a
period of 15 years.
Earlier this year, the Southeastern Conference worked
out its largest television contract ever with ESPN, giving USC athletics more money than expected. The annual multi-million dollar television contract guarantees
ESPN certain rights to SEC sporting events.
Concerned over a shortfall in the academic budget,
USC President Harris Pastides approached Athletics Director Eric Hyman and asked him to share the funding
with the university.
“Based on the historic contract negotiated with ESPN,
we thought that this great deal ought to be used in the

university’s time of need,” Pastides said. “This will not
only meet athletic needs, but academic needs as well.”
The move wasn’t forced upon the athletic department,
though, Pastides said.
“I don’t mean to give anyone the impression that there
was arm twisting involved,” Pastides said. “This is money
that was earned by the athletics department, but we’re all
one university.”
Hyman said he agrees.
“All of us want Carolina to remain a strong fl agship
university because every department, including athletics,
benefits,” Hyman said during the December press conference. “I am proud to help students whose unshakable
loyalty and enthusiasm to our teams motivate our players
and coaches alike. This is our way to be supportive and
give back to the university for students of need.”
At least half, or $7.5 million dollars, will be given to
student fi nancial aid funds within the university, said
Ted Moore, interim provost at the university.
Much of the fi nancial aid funding will go into the
Gamecock Guarantee program, which helps students
with families that make less than $25,000 a year to attend college.
“It will allow more students to stay in college and othDONATION ● 4A

Resolutions draw crowds to Strom
ELLEN
MEDER
Second-year
print
journalism
student

See page 4

Online Exclusive

Outback Bowl Coverage
Check out The Daily
Gamecock’s online
slideshow of pics from the
USC vs. Iowa game at
the Jan. 1 Outback Bowl.

www.dailygamecock.com

Number of visitors after break
expected to increase as students
try to keep New Year’s vows
Meagean Dugger

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

University of South Carolina’s
Strom Thurmond Wellness and Fitness Center gears up for the spring semester with excitement and an intent to
increase wellness and fitness health.
Although students, faculty and staff
participation remains fairly stable during the school year, Associate Director
of Campus Recreation for Programs
Kim Dozier said she expects a general
rise after the holiday break.
Veda Sargent, the Facilities Campus
Recreation associate director, said the
past five Januarys averaged more than
50,000 patrons.
“We’re excited that students are excited about getting in shape, feeling
better about themselves and being active,” she said on students returning
from break.
For Aundrey Mitchell and Wade
Guyon, members of USC Police, exercising at Strom is part of both their
regular routine as well as their New
Year’s resolution.
“It’s both, because it’s something we
need to do,” Mitchell said.
Though many students incorporate
Strom into their regular schedule, one
said she does not visit as much as possible, and she said she hopes to change
her workout routine with a New Year’s
resolution.

Keri Goff / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Students, faculty and even USC police officers frequent Strom Thurmond
Wellness and Fitness Center to stay in shape and keep up with resolutions.
“I haven’t worked out as much as
I’ve wanted in the past,” said Courtney Khondabi, a second-year broadcast
journalism student. “My New Year’s
resolution is to get a 4.0 and work out
four days a week.”
Ron Millhouse, also a university
police officer, said he doesn’t come because of a New Year’s resolution.
“I don’t make [resolutions] anymore,”
he said. Millhouse said he attends Strom
three to four times a week, year round.

“[Exercising] makes our job easier.”
Dozier said people generally use the
gym more after long breaks and when
the center’s outdoor pool opens in
March, but she reiterates that Strom’s
many recreational opportunities run
all year.

Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu

Faculty and staff members
at universities and colleges
across the state have felt the
weight of economic hardships, forcing several institutions to implement furloughs, including Clemson
University and Winthrop
University, while USC is still
holding out for other ways to
save money.
Gail Little, Winthrop
University’s administrative
assistant, said she understands the reasons surrounding the unpaid days required
by staff members to take off.
“Well, I would rather do
this than lose my job. My job
is really important to me and
this is hopefully only temporary,” Little said.
Clemson University implemented a five-day mandatory furlough and Winthrop
University implemented a
nine-day mandatory furlough, in which their faculty
and staff members had to
take those set amount of days
off without compensation.
USC has not implemented
a furlough and there is no
certainty of whether or not
one will be necessary.
“Furloughs have not been
imposed system-wide at this
time,” USC Media Relations
Director Margaret Lamb
said.
Judy Longshaw, Winthrop University’s news and
media services manager, said
everyone feels the weight of
the furloughs.
“We’re all doing this. It’s
a big sacrifice. Everyone
across the board is doing it,”
Longshaw said. “The money
isn’t there frankly and we’re
hoping to see better times
soon.”
Clemson
University’s
Cooperative Education Director Neil Burton, said the
university’s administration
gave their faculty and staff
two options: take an entire
week off or get a 3.3 percent
cut from each paycheck until
the end of this fiscal year on
June 30.
Burton said he’s heard
some people saying they’ll
take the time off regardless of
the effect on their classroom
or staff responsibilities, but
he said this is definitely not
the general consensus.
“I think most people are
dedicated enough to the
university and the students
we serve and that everyone
understands that it’s tough
economic times,” Burton
said. “It’s not like we’re being
picked on, but let’s not have
the students suffer because of
it. It’s hard for the students
and their families too.”
Angela Nixon, the public
information director for student affairs and university
advancement for Clemson,
said she knows the situation
could be worse.
“I’m just happy to still have
a job and I’m happy the university took measures to stop
layoffs,” she said. “I am glad
they did this rather than getting rid of someone’s job.”
Burton said he feels as
though taking an entire
week off is like “basically not
BUDGET ● 4A
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PIC OF THE DAY
The USC community wants to know what your organization has
going on this week, and The Daily Gamecock wants to help you
spread the word. If your organization has an upcoming meeting or
event you want publicized, contact gamecocknews@sc.edu or
stop by our office in the Russell House, room 333.
“Carolina Briefs” submissions should include the time, place, name
and a description of the meeting or event, as well as a contact
person for any questions. The description shouldn’t exceed 50 words.
Submissions should be sent no later than 5:30 p.m. two days before
publication.
The Daily Gamecock reserves the right to edit, condense or hold any
submission.

Keri Goff / ASSISTANT PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR

Various treasures such as the lamp seen here can be found at the Columbia
Antiques Mall at the corner of Huger and Blossom streets.

Crime Report
FRIDAY, DEC. 11
Larceny of a Bicycle
West Quad, 216 Wheat St.
An unknown suspect stole two mountain bikes from
the bike rack at this location. Both bikes were secured to
the rack at the time they were stolen.
Estimated damages: $390
Reporting offi cers: J. Woodfin
SATURDAY, DEC. 12
Burglary, grand larceny, 8:41 a.m.
BA Building, 1705 College St.
An unknown suspect removed a laptop from the victim’s office which was locked at the time. There were no
forced signs of entry.
Estimated value: $2200
Reporting offi cer: A. Mitchell
SUNDAY, DEC. 13
Driving under suspension, disregarding traffic signal,
8:19 a.m.
Intersection of Rosewood and Assembly streets
Shiela Hyder was arrested after being pulled over and
admitting that her license was suspended.
Reporting offi cer: Simon
MONDAY, DEC. 14
Unlawful communication, 10:01 a.m.
Thomas Cooper Library, 1322 Greene St.
An unknown suspect contacted the victim via Facebook
while the victim was in the library and made threatening
statements. The suspect told the victim he would “wreck
his world.” The victim also said the suspect threatened
bodily injury on Dec. 12.
Reporting offi cer: R. Vaughan
MONDAY, DEC. 14
Grand larceny, 7:39 p.m.
Koger Center Dressing Room, 1051 Greene St.
An unknown suspect stole the victim’s black duffel bag
from an unsecured room at the location. The duffel bag

contained a pair of shoes, a pair of white gloves, a Tiara
with Swarovski crystals, seven pairs of crystal earrings,
four crystal bracelets and five crystal rings.
Estimated value: $2265
Reporting offi cer: N. Peter
Driving under the influence, 1:20 a.m.
Greene and Pickens Streets
The suspect was pulled over after driving without
headlights. The officer noticed that the suspect smelled
strongly of alcohol and had slurred speech. Then the suspect admitted to consuming alcohol, but refused to take a
sobriety test. Jordan Quick was arrested.
Reporting offi cer: Mary Winnington
WEDNESDAY, DEC. 16
Public disorderly conduct, 11:10 a.m.
USC Housing Support Services, 1325 Laurel St.
The officer arrived in reference to someone asking for
medical attention. The officer found Wade James slurring
his speech, smelling of alcohol and unsteady on his feet.
James was arrested after the officer found that he could
not care for himself and that he spoke in a loud manner,
using profanity.
Reporting offi cer: W. Guyon
THURSDAY, DEC. 17
Burglary, petit larceny, recovery, 2:23 p.m.
School of Public Health, 800 Sumter St.
An unknown suspect entered an unlocked room and
stole the victim’s wallet. The wallet was recovered in a
trash can in the men’s restroom next to the victim’s office
with only cash missing.
Estimated damages: $95
Reporting offi cer: J. Woodfin
SATURDAY, DEC. 19
Trespassing after notice, 4:50 p.m.
Russell House, 1400 Greene St.
The officer was dispatched in reference to the reports
of a suspicious person. The suspect admitted to being
previously arrested by the USC police department for
trespassing after notice on Dec. 6. Marvin Nelson said he
was not a student and was placed under arrest.

Reporting offi cer: A. Mitchell
Burglary, petit larceny, 4:59 p.m.
Petigru College, 1521 Greene St.
An unknown suspect stole the victim’s wallet. The
victim said her office had been unsecured, as well as the
locker containing her purse which the wallet was in. The
wallet contained $80, one Bank of America Master card,
one NBSC Visa card, two Discover cards and one S.C.
drivers license.
Estimated value: $102
Reporting offi cer: W.D. Jones
SUNDAY, DEC. 20
Driving under the influence, 2:15 a.m.
Intersection of Greene and Lincoln streets
Alexander Alderman-White was pulled over after driving up on the sidewalk and then going over the median.
The officer smelled alcohol on the suspect’s breath and
noticed that the suspect had bloodshot eyes and trouble
answering questions. Alderman-White stumbled onto
the roadway for the sobriety tests and was then arrested.
Reporting offi cer: D.R. Alonzo
Driving under suspension, 3:04 a.m.
The suspect was pulled over after running a stop sign.
During a traffic stop, the officer found that the suspect’s
license was suspended due to non-payment of traffic tickets. Carl Brown was arrested.
Reporting officer: Tom Lyons
MONDAY, DEC. 21
Assault and battery, reckless driving, 1:53 a.m.
1700 Block Blossom St.
Joshua Skipper was arrested after throwing a bottle out
of a car moving 40 mph at the victim who was walking
by. Skipper hit the victim in the upper right arm. James
McCoy was also arrested for assisting as he drove and
swerved in order to get near the victim. The victim did
not wish to press charges.
Reporting offi cer: Sgt. J.M. Harrelson
— Compiled by News Editor Liz Segrist
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More than 5,000 new
CarolinaCards remain
Old students IDs already
deactivated, cannot
be used on campus
Sierra Kelly

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Courtesy of USC Media Relations

Pastides says the donated money will be used to fund student aid such as the Gamecock Guarantee Scholarship Program.
DONATION ● Continued from 1A
ers to matriculate here that might not otherwise,” Pastides
said. “Beyond that, it’s probably a factor in determining
where tuition will be set in the future. The demand for
that program has strengthened greatly with the recent
downturn in the economy.”
Pastides said tuition increase decisions haven’t been
made yet, but there is a possibility of a moderate increase
for the upcoming academic year.
For faculty and staff, this news doesn’t help. Annual
raises will not be given with the additional funds. New
professors or faculty will not be hired with the money
either, Pastides said, nor will additional services or programs be created by the university.
Graduate students will see the benefits of the historic
donation, Moore said.

“Our graduate students, like students at other universities, should be supported with stipends,” Moore said.
“This donation will help us to do that.”
Also, the amount of money students must pay for health
insurance as graduate students will hopefully decrease
with the donation, Moore said.
Overall decisions on next year’s budget haven’t been
made yet, Pastides said, but meetings between university
officials will occur frequently within the next few weeks.
The university will announce changes in the spring once
it understands exactly how much money it will have at its
disposal.
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecocknews@sc.edu

Newest version of Student Government’s
financial bill awaits Wednesday’s vote
Sustainability classes,
student lobby group also
under consideration
Kara Apel

ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

The Student Senate hopes
to pass the much-awaited
finance code bill during
Wednesday’s session.
The bill, if passed, would
change the way student organizations are allocated
money, and, according to
Student Body Vice-President
Meredith Ross, would change
to a more event-based system
of funding.
Though the Finance Committee mainly spearheaded
the bill, Ross said anyone
from Senate was welcome to
attend its meetings.
Ross said the bill has been
in the works since the summer and has gone through
many changes. Wednesday it

will receive its fifth or sixth
reading.
Student Life must approve
the bill and check it for legal
errors as well. Ross said due
to the budget changes, Student Life had little time to
look over the bill, which has
also caused its delay.
“It’s so important that it
had to be looked over thoroughly,” Ross said.
Other Senate resolutions
had first readings before
break, such as one to create
more classes that involve sustainability.
Another resolution hopes
to create a student lobby
group for USC, which would
allow members outside of
Student Government to join.
This lobby group would go
to the State House to represent USC.
Over the break, the executive branch has kept themselves quite busy, especially
with news of the budget cuts.
Student Body President

Andrew Gaeckle, Treasurer
Jonathan Antonio and Ross
all attended USC President
Harris Pastides’ town hall
meeting addressing budget
cuts Dec. 12.
The meeting was held during the end of exam week,
resulting in low student attendance. Ross said Pastides
is planning another meeting
for students to voice their
questions and concerns regarding budget costs.
Gaeckle, Antonio, Ross
and other SG members have
also taken part in the annual
Cocky’s Reading Express
over break. As part of the
weeklong program, volunteers read to children in
South Carolina elementary
schools with Cocky, USC’s
mascot.
“We read about five or six
books and then Cocky came
out. [The children] were so
excited,” Ross said. “To have
him link an experience like
that with reading is a positive

thing.”
Ross said some children
opted to don Clemson garb,
but even they had fun listening to Cocky.
With elections around the
corner, Ross said she hopes
senators stay focused on
what’s really important: their
Senate seats.
“There are a lot of people
in Senate that have been talking about running,” Ross said.
“But their first job is the one
they were given last March.”
Ross said that during meetings, the SG office and the
Senate Chambers are to be
completely neutral grounds
during elections. She said a
crucial part of this is keeping
campaigning materials, including T-shirts, out of these
areas.
With only six or seven sessions left, the Senate’s time is
rapidly winding down.
“This has been a very active Senate,” Ross said. “I’m
sure all of us are thrilled with
the headway we’ve made so
far.”
Ross said many resolutions are on hold or are in
the works, so she wasn’t sure
what to expect from senators
toward the end of the term.
“They’re always a surprising group,” Ross said.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu

be the only card that can
be used on campus.”
Meg Williams, a fourthyear public relations student, said it would be great
if the CarolinaCard could
be used off campus, which
many other schools do.
“So if we would go to Five
Points or Groucho’s, you
could swipe your card and
you could use it for that,”
Williams said. “It could be
used anywhere around campus. I think that would be
something great that Carolina can do.”
Angel Simmons, a firstyear pre-medical and biology student, said she likes
the new card.
“It was really helpful because I was able to get in my
dorm and check out everything and actually move in
today,” Simmons said. “I
like the whole Gamecock
and the pictures because
I’m an artistic person.”
Alicia Holmes, a fourthyear Hotel, Restaurant and
Tourism Management student, said she is mad the cost
of a replacement increased
to $35 just for some extra
colors.
Williams said the new
cards look more official and
valid than the old cards.
“It definitely looks more
professional than the old
one. The other one was a
lot more flimsy and this one
has a hologram,” Williams
said.

The new year brings a
newer and more secure
CarolinaCard for students
to use on campus, but there
are still approximately
5,000 cards left to be picked
up, CarolinaCard Director
Lynne Mondle-Mack said.
Mondle-Mack said all old
cards are inactive as of Dec.
31 and they can no longer
be used for any services or
events on campus.
Ann-Marie
Holland,
CarolinaCard office accountant, said the cards
need to be picked up as soon
as possible.
“They need to come and
get them. Time is running
out,” Holland said.
Students, staff and faculty can continue to pick
up their new CarolinaCards
from the CarolinaCard office during the hours of
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
through Friday, MondleMack said.
Mondle-Mack said the
new cards provide added
security and technology for
the university.
“The new cards are
iCLASS cards which have
added security features and
functionality,” she said.
“The plan is to have the Comments on this story? E-mail
new card
gamecocknews@sc.edu

BUDGET ● Continued from 1A
getting paid for a week,” so
he opted for the percentage
cut. He said however, that
he is able to take the days
off however he chooses.
“I think what I’m going
to do to lessen the impact
on my job is to take an
hour or two each week over
a course of seven months,”
Burton said. “Taking an
hour each week you can
get the time in without too
much interruption to my
work.”
Burton said since he has
four kids, he will have his
hands full during his time
off.
Little said she believes
it is possible for the nine
unpaid days to increase for
the university since there is
an upcoming meeting.
“We really don’t know
anything except that for
now, this fiscal year it is
nine days, although many
of us have chatted about it
and foresee it increasing,”
Little said.
Little said she feels that
despite the harsh economic
times, she is coping well.
“I am aware of how bad
the economy is and I know
how fortunate I am. Everyone likes to get compensated in full for their work,
but I am agreeable and
understand their circumstances,” she said.

Little said she is going to
take these days and relax.
“I’m just going to take a
couple days next weekend
and stay home one day and
watch the inauguration and
just chill,” she said.
Nixon said since both
she and her husband work
at Clemson University, it is
difficult for them.
“It’s kind of a double
whammy for us, between
the two of us that’s ten unpaid days off,” Nixon said.
“We do have to do some
things differently. We’re
eating out less, doing a few
things to trim our own
spending so that we can
kind of absorb the furlough
and not be affected too
much.”
Nixon said she and her
husband plan to take the
days off sporadically to do
some things around their
house.
“Of course, I’m not taking him out to lunch,” she
joked.
Longshaw said the Winthrop administration informed its faculty and staff
as “fast and as early” as
possible when budget cuts
began.
“Our administration was
very cognizant of the fact
and informed everyone as
soon as possible. It was a
very good move on our administration’s part.”
Longshaw said it hasn’t
affected her tremendously
on a personal level.
“We’re just cutting back
here and there, but a lot
of people are trying to do
that,” she said.
Nixon said the five-day
furlough was a first step to
balance the budget for the
first fiscal year.
“Clemson has 11 different tax forces meeting
right now to determine the
next steps for the next fiscal year. For now, as far as
we know, this is the only
furlough we’ll have to take
this year. As for next year,
who knows,” she said. “But
for this year, this is what
we’re doing to help out the
budget.”
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu
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Republicans
must include
young voters

EDITORIAL BOARD
Editor

BRAD MAXWELL
Managing Editor

Copy Desk Chief

Old strategies, including
name-dropping Reagan,
may not help GOP’s cause

AMANDA DAVIS

The Republican Party has a
problem with youth voters
According to a CNN exit
poll, Barack Obama received 66
percent of the 18- to 24-year-old
vote in the presidential election,
as opposed to John McCain’s 32
percent. It is troubling news for
the GOP.
Therefore, renewing efforts
to attract young
people to the
party will be a
priority for the
next Republican
National Committee chair. At
the recent RNC
RICHARD
chair
debate,
WOOD
the candidates
Third -year
answered a queshistory
tion about how
student
to attract youth
voters, and the
answers were uninspiring. Ken
Blackwell suggested fielding
more candidates under 40 years
old. Mike Duncan emphasized
the use of Facebook and Twitter. All the candidates stressed
that young people need to be
“involved” in decision-making
and organizing processes. All
these answers fail to acknowledge that the party’s message
itself is failing to inspire youth
voters. You can start all the
GOP youth groups you like,
but what if no one has any interest in joining? There are
a few simple things that will
help GOP attract more young
people to the party.
The first is to update the
party’s references. Even in a
question about youth voters,
several of the RNC candidates
took care to mention Ronald
Reagan. These may be magic
words for an older set, but as a
hero, Reagan is bound to produce diminishing returns for
younger people who don’t even
remember his presidency. This
is not to say that he isn’t useful
as a historical example, but in
that case it is necessary to explain what he stood for.
The party needs to explain
its principles, especially the
economic ones. In the election,
McCain was woefully inept at
this. He could explain what a
given tax plan was, but not the
ideas behind it. I don’t think the
ideals of free markets have lost
their appeal, but it’s become
easy to dismiss them as outdated or designed to benefit the
rich. When Republican candidates literally have no answer
for this, they’re in trouble. Besides, high ideals are useful for
attracting voters who may not
have as much life experience as
their elders.
Finally, the GOP needs to
cultivate those principles it
already professes but which it
does not emphasize. Issues like
concern for human rights have
too often been expressed only
in the context of attacking foreign states, but young people
are ready to take a stand on
human rights in general.
The GOP could channel the
activist spirit of young people
by taking the lead on issues
such as fighting AIDS. Such
issues have the added benefit
bridging otherwise impassable
ideological divides.
The most important advice
may be to consider new ideas.
The party shouldn’t abandon
its principles, but it does need to
be prepared to reinvent itself. If
it fails to do this, it may not be
only youth voters that it loses.
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Feminists: Not just women
Time has come to address
unfair misconceptions;
men ought to join ranks
“The F word” — it’s a bit
controversial and capable of
drawing reactions that range
from smiles to sneers. That’s
right: Feminism is a dirty
word.
Feminism is the theory
that men and women are
politically, economically and
socially equal.
A feminist is
anyone that
delusionally
believes that
women
are
inherently inELLEN MEDER ferior to men.
But
theory
Second-year
and
reality
print
aren’t
always
journalism
congruent.
student
M o s t
Americans hear the term
“feminist” and immediately
conjure images of ugly, braburning, lesbians with no
maternal instincts.
These misconceptions are
unfortunately fueled by the
outlandish views of radicals.
If a woman distinguishes
herself from a doormat or
dares to speak of feminism,
she is automatically branded
as a crazed Feminazi. This
term only characterizes an

individual who, for whatever insane reason, feels that
women are superior to men.
Actual Feminazis are just as
ludicrous as serious sexists.
No one is trying to make
the argument that men and
women are the same, just that
the sexes are equal in value
and ability to contribute to
society in meaningful, respectable and positive ways.
There is indeed scientific
proof that men and women
are naturally different.
Generally speaking, the
female brain tends to be
more empathizing and language capable, while the
male brain has tendencies of
systemizing that correspond
to stronger spatial capabilities. It only takes a glance at
the percentages of each sex’s
representation in college to
quiet claims of inferior intelligence among women — 43
percent of women age 18 to
24 compared to only 35 percent of men the same age,
according to the Census Bureau in 2005.
Sexists, who grudgingly
concede equal mental capacity, will still hold on tightly
to the flimsy argument that
men are physically superior.
There is no denying that men
have greater potential for
strength, but women, though
more sensitive to pain, are

able to endure more pain,
and live longer. In developed
society, where even the most
illogical man can hold a position of power, does the ability to do heavy lifting really
matter?
Still, women are somehow
consistently portrayed as inferior. Even the most resolute
feminist can be caught attempting to insult someone
by using perceived-negative superlatives like “you
woman” or “you vagina.”
Meanwhile, calling someone
a choice piece of male anatomy is taken more as a badge
of hyper-masculine honor.
Despite major advances,
women still have glass ceilings in pay and discrepancies
in job satisfaction, in addition to the aforementioned
undercurrents of inferiority.
If a world that reinforces inequality does not appeal to
you, then you are a feminist.
Feminists hold a hugely
varying range of opinions.
Feminists can be pro-life or
pro-choice, conservative or
liberal, female or male (yes,
real men are feminists). Anyone who has a female friend,
a sister, an aunt or a mother
should be a feminist.
Every time someone scoffs
at feminism, theyscoff at
equality. If you are not a feminist, then you are a sexist.

A grain of salt is in order
Medical journal report
reflects our tendency
to believe hearsay
Over the break, BMJ, one
of the world’s leading medical
journals, published an article
written by two scientists at the
Indiana University School of
Medicine that may surprise
many and even offend some.
The article, entitled “Festive
medical myths,” examines a
few widelyheld medical
beliefs—like
the belief that
sugar causes
h y p e r ac t i vity in children
and the belief
PEYTON
MCCULLOUGH that late-night
eating leads to
First-year
weight gain
political
— and found
science
them to be
student
mere myths.
This is a bit shocking, since
these beliefs often pass as unquestionable facts in normal
conversation. This wasn’t the
first time that the scientific
duo had undermined conventional wisdom, either. In
2007, they wrote a similar
article, “Medical myths,” dis-

VIEWPOINTS POLICY
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s Viewpoints page
is to stimulate discussion in the University of South
Carolina community. With that in mind, all published
authors are expected to provide logical arguments to
back their views.

missing other popular myths,
such as the belief that a person should drink eight glasses
of water per day.
Of course, the myths targeted by the two articles are
mostly harmless for those
who adhere to them. If parents are scared to give their
children excessive amounts of
sugar, then the children will
probably be healthier, and if
someone decides to hold off
on that late-night kitchen
raid, then he too will profit.
The real problem revealed
by the articles is the public’s
faith in unfounded assertions.
A person hears something
from a coworker, a friend or a
relative, and then he accepts
it as a fact on the basis of
trust, rather than the truth of
the matter asserted. But since
man is not infallible, this
practice can easily lead to the
propagation of falsehood.
One place where all of this
shows up is in politics. Last
election, how many voters
thought that John McCain
would continue the war for
100 years, and how many
voters thought that Barack
Obama was a Muslim? These
types of falsehoods ought to
have no place in something

The Daily Gamecock encourages readers to voice
opinions and offers three methods of expression: letters
to the editor, guest columns and feedback on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should be submitted in
person to The Daily Gamecock’s office in Russell House
room 333 or via e-mail to gamecockeditor@sc.edu.

as important as the political
process, yet they are characteristic of almost every highprofile election.
Similarly, how many
people buy into politicians’
unrealistic promises, only to
later complain about having
been deceived? While the
politicians in these cases are
certainly at fault, the people
themselves are not entirely
innocent, having, in many
cases, allowed themselves to
become deceived by not questioning what they’re told.
Never before has man had
access to so much information, especially with the rise
of the Internet. Even so, truth
still takes a back seat in many
cases. This isn’t good.
It’s important to explore the
unknown in order for progress to be made. However,
much of progress consists not
of exploring the unknown,
but of challenging what we
think we know. So, be a bit
skeptical. Don’t believe everything you hear, even if
such information comes from
trusted associates with good
intentions, and if somebody
dares to question what “they”
say, remember that person is
not the fool.

Transparency amidst
cuts worthy of praise
We’ve been hearing the same news from every source:
The economy is in a bad state. But here at USC, we have
at least one reason to be thankful. The administration has
been transparent with its budget decisions.
President Harris Pastides came into office at the beginning of a rough season for the university, but so far we can
only applaud him for handling it in stride.
When almost $52 million in budget cuts were headed our
way, he got it all out in the open with a town hall-style
meeting Dec. 2.
Every time we at The Daily Gamecock have had questions, he and his staff have made themselves easily accessible. They’ve broken down
the details for us, grisly
though they are.
We’ve been able to report the specifics — like the
school’s stance on furloughs
and the number of graduate
assistantships to be cut.
Furthermore, we can only
applaud university officials for arranging the latest $15 million gift from the athletics department. This is no time for
false pride, and Pastides struck gold when he approached
Athletic Director Eric Hyman.
The athletic department obviously needs to be thanked
as well, and hopefully their generous spirit will inspire the
rest of the university to work together through these telling
times.
Looking forward, students should push for continued
openness and cooperation from Pastides and company.
What, for instance, is the status of Innovista funding?
If more classes are to be cut, what departments will bear
the brunt? How much will the cost of tuition change when
autumn rolls around?
Answers to these and other questions should arrive with
the same promptness we’ve come to expect. Keep it up,
USC.

They’ve broken
down the details
for us, grisly though
they are.

CORRECTIONS
If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about
it. E-mail us at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu

ITʼS YOUR RIGHT
Voice your opinion on message boards at www.dailygamecock.com
or send letters to the editor at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu
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“What can I say, I happen to be an
aficionado of the dive bar.”
— Anthony Bourdain
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Best Albums of 2008
“Made in the Dark”
Hot Chip
Putting British electropop back on the radar,
Hot Chip’s follow-up to
2006’s mediocre “The
Warning” has revealed a
more focused and creative
product. From the get-go,
“Made in the Dark” is a
fun, captivating coalition
of thoughtful pop songs.
These are tracks that you
wouldn’t be ashamed to
listen to away from the
pounding beats of a dance
club, but they are entertaining enough to boogie
down to. From obscurely
ridiculous cuts like “Ready
For The Floor” and
“Wrestlers” to the heartfelt “Made In The Dark,”
Hot Chip deliver up an
album so diverse in style
and craft that it could only
make sense as one glorious
piece.

“For Emma, Forever Ago”
Bon Iver
Sometimes a musician
crafts an album so emotionally captivating and
gut-wrenchingly
beautiful that it cries out to be
noticed — Bon Iver’s “For
Emma, Forever Ago” is one
of these albums. From the
opening track “Flume,”
singer-songwriter
Justin
Vernon carries you into the
harsh and haunting woods
of Wisconsin where “For
Emma” was recorded. On
every single cut and every
painstaking note, Vernon’s
heartache and isolation
rings true. “Lump Sum”
and “The Wolves (Act 1
& 2)” revel in the beat of
bone-chilling wilderness
that surrounded Vernon
at his remote hideaway.
While Bon Iver’s “For
Emma” came literally from
out of nowhere on the musical radar, it is no surprise
that the record is the best of
2008.

Colin Jones
MIX EDITOR

“Evil Urges”
My Morning Jacket

“Fleet Foxes”
Fleet Foxes

“Dear Science”
TV On The Radio

The extreme falsetto
notes that vocalist Jim
James throws down on My
Morning Jacket’s follow-up
to 2005’s “Z” are not to be
reckoned with. It is astounding that any man can reach
the height of James’s vocal
arc on cuts like “Highly Suspicious” and “I’m Amazed.”
But thank God for James’
vocal range, because what
MMJ puts together on “Evil
Urges” is the finest material
that this Louisville band has
delivered yet. However, it
takes a few listens to really
get into the power and beauty that they have produced.
Epic tracks like “Touch Me
I’m Going To Scream Pt.
2” dive into the unrelenting
passion that these guys have
behind their instruments.
They push you to listen
through delightfully furious cuts “Evil Urges “and
“Aluminum Park” and slow
things down with “Thank
You Too” and “Librarian.”
The fire behind these guys
are sure to keep the falsetto
glory of James going for
many more years.

Coming out of the Seattle
indie folk-pop scene, Fleet
Foxes released one of the
most revered and engrossing
works with their self-titled
debut. Sounding as if it was
recorded in a cavernous
echo-filled hall or church, the
album drips with emotional
howls and calls from vocalist
Robin Pecknold. Fleet Foxes
are one of those bands that
shine with the achievements
of their predecessors. Pecknold and company take the
best parts out of a grab bag of
bands like The Beach Boys,
The Beatles and Bob Dylan.
With such varied influences,
it is almost impossible to put
your finger on what exactly
Fleet Foxes are. On “White
Winter Hymnal,” the band
pushes you through the countryside on a harmonic sleigh
ride while on “He Doesn’t
Know Why” they sound like
a Smiths cover band covering
Bob Dylan. Whatever Fleet
Foxes are, they are good at
what they do.

These New York City
post-punkers released one
of the best albums of 2006
with “Return to Cookie
Mountain” and have once
again delivered audio
gold with their follow-up
“Dear Science.” Sounding
like a brisk shot of Gang
of Four blended with Joy
Division and a chaser of
Miles Davis, TV on the
Radio have served up a
diverse concoction of
mind-scrambling tracks.
Almost every single cut
makes you want to dance
while thinking introspectively. Plain and simple,
this is smart rock. What
vocalist Tunde Adebimpe
and company deliver is a
carefully chaotic assortment of sweeping, reverb
soaked songs like “DLZ”
and “Golden Age” that
only get better with each
listen.

Spears’ ‘Circus’ needs ringleader
Despite bright spots,
tracks on new album
lack unified feeling
Marin Mueller
STAFF WRITER

Courtesy of Paramount Pictures

Brad Pitt and Cate Blanchett star in “Benjamin Button.”

‘Button’ combines
fantasy with drama
Artistic film heavy on
character development,
stunning visual effects
Jimmy Gilmore
STAFF WRITER

“The Curious
Case of Benjamin
Button”
★★★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩
Run Time: 166 minutes
Director: David Fincher
Actors: Brad Pitt, Cate
Blanchett
Writer: Eric Roth
Genre: Drama,
Romance
Rating: PG-13
In “The Curious Case of
Benjamin Button,” director David Fincher strips his
soul bare and becomes an
American art-house director of tremendous strength,
grace
and
complexity. Fincher is known for a
seemingly endless wealth of
creative visual language in
such varied meditations on
the masculine condition as
“Fight Club” and “Zodiac,”
Devoid of the director’s
usual visual playfulness,
“Button” is a more intimate
piece of fi lmmaking that

nevertheless retains his
command of visual grammar. Lightly adapted from
an F. Scott Fitzgerald short
story, the historical fantasy
tells the life story of Benjamin Button (Brad Pitt),
a man who ages backwards
over 80 years.
Eric Roth’s screenplay
is the fi lm’s biggest flaw,
relying on an occasionally
awkward and melodramatic
narrative framing device.
Roth uses many archetypes
and basic concepts from his
earlier “Forrest Gump,” but
employs them for different
dramatic gain, showing life
at its most transient instead
of its most fascinating.
Moments of the fi lm
threaten to dip into the
overly sentimental, especially the fi nal act, which
focuses heavily on Benjamin’s relationship with
love Daisy (Cate Blanchett), making the story feel
equally clunky and graceful
at parts.
However, Fincher makes
a strong case for digital fi lm
as an artistic advancement.
The marvelous visual effects seamlessly turn Brad
Pitt from 80 to 20 years old
without ever feeling intrusive; effects are displayed
less for the “wow” factor
and more for their narraBUTTON ● 7A

“Circus”
Britney Spears
★★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩
Britney Spears is nothing
if not an expert in nomenclature. Her latest release,
“Circus,” is aptly named in its
description of both the music
it presents as well as the last
year of Spears’ life. “Circus”
is hardly reminiscent of flying trapezes, clowns or lion
tamers, but instead the album
most closely resembles a circus freak show — it has a little
bit of everything, and most of
it doesn’t make much sense.

Although several of the songs
featured on “Circus” are both
entertaining and catchy, the
album’s true problem is that
this circus lacks a ringleader
to bring cohesiveness.
After a year of almost infinite tabloid appearances,
Spears seems to be back to her
old self. While there are many
who still love the Britney that
found fame a decade ago, the
Britney of “Circus” isn’t quite
the same. It seems that after a
drama-filled year, Spears has
tried to reinvent herself, just
as Madonna has done so many
times. However, Spears wasn’t
able to emulate Madonna’s
radical transformations. So,
instead of a plaid skirt-clad,
saccharine-filled teen queen,
“Circus” showcases a woman
who, despite undeniable talent, seems confused about
where she is going.
“Circus” shows Spears try-

ing out a number of different
images, but the only one that
is truly believable is the Spears
we have known for the last 10
years. For this reason, tracks
like “Womanizer” and “Circus” have been wildly popular, but other tracks won’t be
as eagerly received even by
the most die-hard fans.
“Mmm Papi” is Spears at
her best. The track reflects
strong Latin influences,
which is unexpected from a
Louisiana-born pop star, but
she makes it work. The song
is upbeat and fast-paced, perfect for a girls’ night out.
Unfortunately, Spears is
not always so true to her musical reputation. Britney’s various attempts to expand her
horizons as she explores new
musical styles are admirable,
but often in vain. “Blur,” for
example, is a musical trainwreck. The combination of

Gerald Holubowicz / ABACAUSA

‘Circus’ is the sixth studio
album from Britney Spears.
Spears’ vocals, electronically
produced music and attempts
at R&B are over-processed.
Most ironic is the juxtaposition of songs like “Blur,”
that describe a woman trying to answer the question
“What did I do last night?”
as she nurses a hangover, with
the highly sentimental “My
Baby.” A love ballad presumSPEARS ● 7A

Despite pop success, singer retains individuality
Erin McCarley’s new album
propels her into spotlight
Haley Dreis

STAFF WRITER

“Love, Save The Empty”
Erin McCarley
★★★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩

Courtesy of Universal Republic

“Love, Save The Empty” is the debut
album from Erin McCarley.

A refined Regina Spektor and a toneddown folksy Sara Bareilles, Erin McCarley is rising to the top with her unique
and intelligent style. Her debut album,
“Love, Save The Empty” showcases a
lush eloquence in both lyrics and production.
You may have heard her tracks like
“Pony (It’s OK)” and “Pitter Pat” from
the TV series “Grey’s Anatomy” and
“One Tree Hill.” “Pony (It’s OK)” was
also featured as one of the iTunes Singles of the Week during the first week
of 2009.
She launched her career with Universal Music Group after teaming up with
Nashville-based songwriter and producer Jamie Kenney to record “Love,
Save The Empty.” The album, released
on Dec. 30, landed the number five spot
on iTunes “Top Albums” chart and the
number 86 spot on the Billboard Top
200 chart, and is already bringing her
into the spotlight.
The snapping and simple “Chopsticks” piano melody of “Pony (It’s OK)”
attempts to inspire listeners to stay true
to their dreams. McCarley’s lyrics tell

all, “You gotta take a bow and do it your
way/It’s okay.” When she reaches the
bridge, she concludes, “It’s time for you
to prove/Within your ruby shoes/You
deserve a smile with no regret.”
The bonus acoustic version of the
song still includes the clever instrumentation of the original, but lightens the
percussive groove. The combination of
tambourine, guitar and piano make for
an excellent abridged version of the song,
but it proves to be only a fluff track.
Melancholy “Pitter Pat” is McCarley’s
best work on the album, embracing her
raw honesty and emotion. She hears a
“pitter pat, the angel on [her shoulder],”
a reminder of what she hopes to erase
but must face as “the clock is getting
louder.”
“Pitter Pat” captures her full-bodied
and poised voice by exploring the eerie
tone of the song in her lower register.
The male background vocals from producer Kenney add a nice contrast to
her voice. The sleek melody makes this
softer track a standout.
MCCARLEY ● 7A

MCCARLEY ● Continued from 6A

Courtesy of Paramount Pictures

Taraji P. Henson, left, stars as Queenie with Brad Pitt,
right, in “The Curious Case of Benjamin Button.”
BUTTON ● Continued from 6A
tive purpose.
Nothing feels misplaced
in cinematographer Claudio Miranda’s exquisite
photography.
“Button”
feels designed around a
steady system of lines, including the shape of bodies, the space of rooms,
the direction and bend
of lights and — most importantly — the changing
lines of faces.
The lighting and framing of the fi lm is so dynamic and so gorgeous
that it is only amplified by
Fincher’s notorious attention to detail, manifest in
the sumptuous production
and costume design.
There are many moments in “Button” of complete and overwhelming
artistic beauty, where the
visual and aural elements
seem to come into such
perfect synchronicity it is
easy to forgive the narrative’s faults.
Brad Pitt is nothing but
transcendent as Benjamin.
With an aching sadness
just behind his eyes, Pitt’s
subdued work is commanding while emotionally hushed.
While it
would be easy to be lost
in the sea of make-up, Pitt
turns Benjamin into a lost
soul suffering a lifelong
identity crisis.

He allows the crisis of
aging backwards to be understood and empathized
with, making the fantastical character a complete
emotional
realization
necessary for a fi lm whose
main confl ict is so internalized.
There is an inescapable
and pervasive melancholy
to the world of “Benjamin
Button.” Fincher realizes
its larger issues have to do
with death and time; the
fi lm is less plot-driven and
more a sprawling, fantastical character study.
Yet at about 160 minutes, the narrative is not
without fault, and as impeccable a visual accomplishment it may be, there
are times the fi lm feels
too simplistic, too worried
about the drama and not
enough about the character. It could easily be labeled a great flawed fi lm.
But the sheer aesthetic
accomplishment,
the
drive and the ambition of
the creators and the oftwonderful blend of drama
and fantasy make “The
Curious Case of Benjamin
Button” a stunning, gorgeous fi lm to be savored
and pondered.
Comments on this stor y?
E-mail gamecockfeatures@
sc.edu

Her album-titled track
“Love, Save The Empty”
delves into the lack of parental guidance and the need for
genuine attention. But the
lyrical prowess may outshine
the musical endeavor. The
opening melody in the piano
annoyingly fixates between 2
or 3 notes. The melody gets
static but the song is catchy.
The ending track “Gotta
Figure This Out” has soundtrack quality for rolling credits,
but in a good way. The beautiful ballad tells an autobiographical story of McCarley’s
need to find her purpose in
life. She must decide between
the one she loves or letting go
and chasing her dreams.
Although she is entering the
pop mainstream, McCarley is
unique, crafting intelligent
design into both her music
and lyrics. Already boasting
success, she proves to carry a
lot of artistic talent and potential.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecockfeatures@sc.edu
SPEARS ● Continued from 6A
ably written to her sons, “My
Baby” shows off Spears’ extensive vocal range — something
rarely seen. While the song
has a nice sentiment, it doesn’t
fit with the rest of the album.
Those who love Spears will
surely enjoy the complexity
of “Circus,” while those who
don’t will find that they dislike
the album because it sounds
too much like everything else
Spears has ever produced. Although she made a noteworthy
effort to reinvent herself after
an unforgettable year, her attempts only prove that she
performs best when she sticks
to what fans know and love.
While it’s not always easy to
listen to, Spears’ “Circus” is
definitely entertaining.

Comments on this story? E-mail
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu

MORE USED BOOKS
Than the Library of Congress
ADDAM’S UNIVERSITY
BOOKSTORE
152 Assembly Street
803-256-6666 º www.usc.bkstr.com
Plenty of free parking!

Are you on THE list?
Register your textbooks for
5% more at buyback.
www.efollett.com/VIP
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The Scene
@ USC

Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette / The Daily Gamecock

A CHRISTMAS TALE
6 p.m. & 9 p.m., $6
Nickelodeon Theater,
937 Main St.

Whiteboard ◆ By Bobby Sutton / The Daily Gamecock

TOMORROW

TODAY

PhD ◆ By Jorge Chan

CYBER FYBER
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily, free
Gallery 80808, 808 Lady St.

VERSEWORKS OPEN MIC NITE
8:30 p.m., free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.

DONALD PROTHERO EVOLUTION LECTURE
7:30 p.m., $10 for students or professors
South Carolina State Museum, 301 Gervais
St.

WU TANG CLAN
9 p.m., $40
Club Level, 1800 Blanding St.

THE AGE OF ENDARKENMENT, FLETCHER
CROSSMAN
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. daily, free
McMaster Gallery, 1615 Senate St.

TOM RUSH
8 p.m., $25
Newberry Opera House, 1201 McKibben
St., Newberry

HOROSCOPES
1/12/09

1234567890-=
Aries Folks are so stuck
in their own positions,
they’re not listening to each
other. Throw your considerable influence on the side
of truth and justice. Holler
if necessary.
Taurus It’s hard to get
anything done when people
refuse to compromise. You
can get some good ideas,
though. Give them all a
chance to talk, and take copious notes.
Gemini It will be hard
to get away, or even make a
connection with somebody
who’s out of reach. Don’t
even try to mail anything.
Odds are high it’ll get lost.
Cancer Use something you already have to
stretch your budget farther.
It’s also OK to get a less
expensive item and dress it
up. Some of the company
brands are just as good as
the originals.

Leo You have a clear idea
of what you want. There will
be opposition, though; you
can bet on that. Win over a
noisy critic with charm and
your beautiful smile.
Virgo At work, there
will be one change in your
instructions after another.
Take notes and hold your
temper. Later, you’ll be totally justified in charging a
little bit more.
Libr a Encourage everyone to put their imaginations to work. There’ll
be plenty of ideas, but the
people won’t all agree. The
competition spurs them to
try even harder.
Scorpio Communications are slower than usual
now. People want to consider all options. Suggest they
do that a few more days. It’s
not a good time for decisions.

Sagittarius You’d
like to get out of town for a
while, but that’s not a good
idea. Well, let’s put it this
way: It won’t be very easy.
There’s too much for you to
do here.
Capricorn Robbing
Peter to pay Paul is not your
favorite way to make ends
meet, as you well know.
You hate it. The solution is:
Don’t buy too much.
Aquarius Use your
natural charm and wit to
win over your adversary.
This person is just as stubborn as you are, so this
won’t be a walk in the park.
But that’s a good way to
start.
Pisces Nothing seems
to work out on the fi rst attempt. If that’s happening,
don’t blame yourself. It isn’t
your fault. It’s just the way
things are now. Try and try
again.

ACROSS
1 Home to a neutron
5 Full of activity
10 Flat ﬂoater
14 Pith helmet
15 Japanese-American
16 Abu Dhabi leader
17 Keats output
18 "Fatal Attraction"
star
20 Submerged
perennials
22 Seashores
23 Flies high
24 Catcher's glove
25 Granitelike rock
27 Wager
28 Freudian topics
32 Lacks
33 Show-biz notable

01/12/09

1 2 3 4

3
4

7

8

5

35 Vein content

DOWN

36 Pithy saying

1 On the peak of

37 Shoshone

2 Kind of list

38 Pooped out

3 Magical command

40 Take-away game

4 Botching

41 Indian bread?

5 Ticks off

43 Gives up

6 Secretions of livers

44 Surface measure

7 Brought into play

46 Soccer zero

8 Buddhist discipline

47 Alabama port

9 Crystal radio

48 Lacking locks

component

50 Last

10 Narrate

31Have a feeling

51 Steamed dish

11 Famous cookie

33 Boy with a bow

54 Gorbachev policy

man

34 Francis and Kevin

57 "Fallin'" singer

12 Clenched hand

39 Beirut populace

59 Canyon's response

13 Very French?

42 Let loose

60 Diner listing

19 Portable bed

45 Ancient calculator

61 Capital on the

21 Reckless spender

47 Bad atmosphere

Willamette

24 Fracas

49 Will Smith title role

62 Body covering

25 Accra location

50 Pilot

63 Classroom favorites

26 Low point

51 Pack (down)

64 Many-headed

27 Narcotic nut

52 Nautical direction

monster

29 Noted porridge

53 Gum ﬂavor

65 Catch a glimpse of

taster

54 Anglo-Saxon tax

30 Bay window

55 Marine vessel
56 N.Y. theater award

58 Jay follower
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PUTTING THE PIECES
BACK TOGETHER
Following a disappointing season,
USC struggles to recover from yet
another end-of-season collapse
Michael Aguilar
SPORTS EDITOR

Chris Cox

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

It was likely a somber locker room following the Outback
Bowl for the University of South Carolina Gamecocks. For
the second straight year Carolina had finished the season
on a note that for many completely surpassed disappointing
and entered the realm of depressing.
During the 2006-2007 season USC began with a record
of 6-1 and a No. 6 ranking but finished with five straight
losses, including heartbreaking ones at Tennessee and to
rival Clemson. This season was more of the same for the
Gamecocks as Carolina suffered its first three losses by a
combined 21 points and battled to a 7-3 record before finally
losing its last three games by a combined score of 118-30.
In the final weeks of the season and in the week following
the bowl game Carolina has asked players to leave the team,
seen players voluntarily leave or transfer from the team,
been through players-only meetings and had coordinators
take and express interest in other jobs, all the while graduating/sending to the NFL one of the more talented classes
in recent USC memory.
Suffice it to say, there are a few things wrong with
Carolina football. This may be as important an offseason
as there has been throughout Steve Spurrier’s tenure. The
Daily Gamecock’s own Assistant Sports Editor and Sports
Editor outline the issues that must be addressed by the
Gamecock coaching staff in order for the team to recover
from a devastating end to a rough season.
Coach’s Carolina Carousel
When it comes to a Steve Spurrier-coached offense, the
last word any fan of college football thinks of is ineptitude.
But that’s what the Head Ball Coach faced during the 2008
season, as Tommy Beecher, Chris Smelley and Stephen
Garcia combined to toss more than 25 interceptions on the
season — tops in both the SEC and college football as a
whole.
With their offensive line providing mediocre to sometimes pitiful pass blocking, Carolina quarterbacks faced a
bevy of pass rushes, as pressure was constantly placed on
Spurrier’s gunslingers.
As a result, it was far from a rare occurrence to see a USC
quarterback lying on his backside as an opposing defender
ran away with the football.
No single game summarized USC’s season than in its
final game against the Iowa Hawkeyes in Tampa, Fla.
Garcia, starting in his hometown on a national stage,
turned the football over on Carolina’s first four possessions
on three interceptions and a fumble.
Smelley replaced Garcia at the start of the second half
and finished with average numbers.
With the duo remaining consistently inconsistent for the
majority of the season, Spurrier was forced to implement
a two-quarterback system, which saw Garcia start three
games and Smelley start nine.
Adding to next season’s uncertainty, Carolina heads into
the offseason with little experience under center following
Smelley’s announcement that he will transfer home to
Alabama to play baseball for the Crimson Tide.

“It’s been a difficult decision — something I’ve been
thinking and praying about for awhile,” Smelley said in a
prepared statement. “I’m leaving South Carolina with a lot
of memories and great relationships that will last a lifetime.
I’m very thankful to the university and to Coach Spurrier
for the opportunity to play football for the Gamecocks and
wish my teammates the very best.”
That leaves the door open for Garcia, who, according to
senior wide receiver Kenny McKinley, has all the capabilities of succeeding in the Southeastern Conference.
“Garcia, he’s still young,” McKinley said. “He’s got all
the physical talents to be a good quarterback.”
It seems as though all quarterbacks will begin at square
one as spring practice approaches, as no player has set
himself apart from the pack.
“I don’t know yet (who will start next season). We’ll have
to go through spring practice before we make a decision on
that,” Spurrier said following the Outback Bowl. “Stephen
certainly has a long way to go as far as making decisions and
knowing where everyone is and so forth. We’ll just have to
let it play out.”
The Gamecocks may need to turn to a breath of fresh air
in two redshirt freshman quarterbacks.
Aramis Hillary, who Spurrier constantly praised throughout the season, has the speed to leave defenders in the dust,
while Reid McCollum possesses the prototypical drop-back
passing abilities Spurrier likes in his quarterbacks.
For Carolina to have a successful 2009 season, Spurrier
may need to know who his starter will be by the time spring
practice concludes.
Whether that quarterback decides to take that starting
job and never relinquish it remains to be seen.
The Cock-n-Misfire
With Spurrier’s quarterbacks tossing interceptions at
every turn and remaining in limbo as to who would start
week by week, the Carolina offense sputtered its way to the
bottom of the league in almost every statistical category.
USC’s ground game struggled for the entirety of the
season, as running back Mike Davis was unable to ever
gain consistency and Carolina finished last in the league in
rushing.
Much like it was for Carolina’s quarterbacks, USC’s final
game in the Outback Bowl summarized Davis’ season when
the senior rushed for a paltry two rushing yards on three
attempts.
“We did some decent things (offensively) in the middle
of the year but recently we’ve struggled — we’ve really
struggled,” Spurrier said. “We’ve really got to go back to
running the ball, run the ball and run the ball and throw
some play action passes.”
In order to improve upon USC’s porous offensive line
play, Spurrier brought in former Illinois offensive line coach
Eric Wolford.
Under his direction, the Fighting Illini finished first in
the Big Ten in rushing two years ago and topped the league
in passing this season.
“I’m excited about the opportunity to be a part of Coach
Spurrier’s staff,” Wolford said in a prepared statement. “He
has a great coaching staff in place with Ellis Johnson, one
of the top coaches in the country, running the defense.
Hopefully we can make an effort to run the ball better, win some games and work toward winning an SEC
Championship.”
While Carolina’s ground attack may potentially be on the
upswing, USC’s receiving corps will undoubtedly take a hit
with the departure of McKinley.
McKinley, who holds almost all South Carolina receiving
records, heads to the NFL after four years as a Gamecock.

The burden seems to lie with redshirt sophomore Jason
Barnes, who came on in the middle of the season with two
touchdowns against Ole Miss, but fizzled out as the season
progressed.
Aiding him will be senior Moe Brown, whose only big
game came against Georgia, when he picked up more than
100 receiving yards and Carolina’s only touchdown.
Spurrier may have his work cut out for him if he hopes
to regain the offensive reputation he earned at Florida, but
with a few pieces in place, along with new bits being added
with an upcoming recruiting class, a true Cock-n-Fire offense may be on the horizon.
Retooling the Goon Squad
The Gamecocks earned the title of “The Goon Squad”
by stepping up to the plate at the beginning of the season.
Carolina’s defense flirted with being the No. 1 defense in
the nation for much of the year. However, by the end of the
season that ranking was long forgotten thanks to offensive
explosions by Florida, Clemson and Iowa.
Some of the lackluster defensive performances could be
attributed to players such as junior strong safety Emanuel
Cook and junior cornerback Captain Munnerlyn checking
out in preparation to make an early jump to professional
football.
Cook, the leading tackler for the Gamecocks for last
season and this season, failed to lead the team in tackles
in any of his last four games and did not intercept a pass,
force or recover a fumble since USC faced off against Ole
Miss three months ago. Cook was so far gone that his
coaches asked him to leave practice upon hearing about his
lackluster academic performance.
While Munnerlyn’s performances were certainly not
gaudy, he showed following the Outback Bowl that he had
at least invested some thought into what plagued his team.
“Right now I really don’t know,” Munnerlyn said. “The
guys, it seems like we gave up towards the end of the game
and I’m the type of player I don’t like to give up no matter
what until there are double zeros on the clock. Some of
our guys gave up and it bothered me a little. I really don’t
know where this program is going but I hope we can turn
it around.”
However, larger than the issue of desire is the simple issue of personnel. With talent like Munnerlyn, Cook, senior
cornerbacks Carlos Thomas and Stoney Woodson, senior
middle linebacker Jasper Brinkley and senior defensive end
Jordin Lindsey leaving the team there are many question
marks.
Linebacker Rodney Paulk, who fi nished eighth on the
team in tackles in 2006 and fourth in 2007, returns from a
redshirt season to fill in the gaps left by Brinkley and fellow
senior linebacker Marvin Sapp. The defensive line looks
to not miss a step by filling its roster spots up with young,
athletic names like Cliff Matthews, Clifton Geathers and
Byron McKnight, who combined for 7.5 sacks this season.
The defensive backfield is another question. Carolina
loses all of its starters and some of its two-deep roster at
every position aside from Spur and free safety. While there
are potentially viable replacements coming in the form
of hard-hitting Akeem Auguste and utility player Shaq
Wilson, vocal leadership is certainly lacking and will need
to be found in order to get the Gamecock defense back
among the most feared in the SEC.
Check Attitude, Baggage at the Door
All of these solid, tangible factors in mind, one of the
most alarming things about Carolina’s fall beyond mediocPIECES ● 4B

The Daily Gamecock ● MONDAY, JANUARY 12, 2009

PAGE 2B

Iowa ruins Carolina’s New Year’s
Carolina drops third
consecutive contest to close
out 2008 season

Gamecock fans have seen
letdown at end of season
many times before

Chris Cox

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

TAMPA, Fla. — Forget the Outback
Bowl. For South Carolina, it was
more like the Outplayed Bowl.
Iowa running back Shonn Greene
r ushed for 121 yards and t hree
touchdowns while the Carolina offense stumbled and bumbled its way
to five turnovers in a deflating 31-10
defeat at the hands of the Hawkeyes
on New Year’s Day at Raymond
James Stadium in Tampa, Fla.
South Carolina (7-6) never was
able to successfully get anything
going offensively, as starting quarterback and Tampa native Stephen
Garcia turned the ball over twice
in Carolina’s f irst four plays as
Iowa sprinted out to a quick 14-tonothing advantage and never looked
back.
It was a bitter ending to a season
which saw USC drop its final three
games, all by decisive margins.
Against Florida, Clemson and
Iowa, the Gamecocks were outscored 118-30.
“I don’t know why we just couldn’t
play the game the way you’ve gotta
play to give yourself a chance to
win,” USC coach Steve Spurrier
said. “I feel for our fans that came
down here and spent a whole lot of
money, I wish we could have performed better, but that’s the way it
happened today.”
Iowa starting quarterback Ricky
Stanzi got his team on the board
quick ly, as the sophomore con-

Ben Fine / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Senior USC running back Mike Davis runs directly into the teeth of an aggressive Hawkeye defense.
nected on four of his first five passes,
including a six-yard touchdown pass
to Trey Stross on the Hawks’ fi rst
possession.
What ensued all but summarized
how Carolina’s day would inevitably
go. On Carolina’s second play from
scrimmage, Garcia was intercepted
with no Carolina player around the
ball.
After Greene punched in Iowa’s

second touchdown of the day five
plays later, the Gamecocks went
back to what they do best - turning
the ball over.
On second and seven from the
26-yard line, Garcia scrambled out
of the pocket for a four-yard gain,
but was clobbered by defensive end
Christian Ballard , resulting in a
fumble that was recovered by the
Hawkeyes.

“Our defensive kids stopped the
run on the first drive pretty well
t hen t hey made all t hose t hird
downs, went down and scored,”
Spurrier said. “And then we threw
it right to them, fumbled right to
them, and we got behind early, and
we’re not obviously good enough to
do that.”
RECAP ● 7B

Spurrier’s offense struggles
Inconsistency, poor
play doom Gamecocks
from opening drive
Derek Phillips

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

TAMPA, Fla. — Shortly after
its first possession started,
South Carolina realized that
its nightmare end of a season
was not over yet.
After a 7-3 start to the season, the Gamecocks went on
to lose the final two games
of the regular season by a
combined score of 87-20. The
7-5 record still managed to
land Carolina in Tampa, Fla.

The Study Abroad
Office Presents:

Bitter taste
too familiar
for USC fans

to play in the Outback Bowl
against the Iowa Hawkeyes
from the Big Ten conference.
The Gamecocks looked to
salvage something out of their
poor season with a victory, but
unfortunately for the guys in
garnet, it did not happen on
this day. Iowa defeated South
Carolina 31-10.
Iowa capitalized on South
C a r ol i n a’s t u r no v e r s a l l
game long and jumped out
to a n ea rly lead t hat t he
Gamecocks could not come
back from. With ineffective
play from quarterback Chris
Smelley against Clemson, the
Gamecocks went with redshirt
freshman Stephen Garcia.
Garcia proved to be no bet-

ter as he threw three interceptions in the first half and lost
a fumble.
USC head coach Steve
Spurrier thought the team
would perform better.
“We really believed that
the team was ready to play,”
Spu r r ier said. “I t hought
Stephen would play better.”
Trailing 21-0 at halftime,
Spurrier went back to Smelley
hoping to give Carolina some
k ind of spark. With more
inconsistency and turnovers
from the offense, Iowa managed to put up 10 more points
on the board. Carolina finally
found the end zone in the
fourth quarter when Smelley

OFFENSE ● 7B

STUDY ABROAD NIGHT

Wednesday, February 4, 2009 • Russell House Ballroom • 6-8 p.m.
Come speak to study abroad program representatives to find out
where you can study, what courses you can take, and what travel
opportunities are available to you. Get the inside scoop from USC
stu
students who recently studied abroad. Meet
international exchange students studying
at USC to find out what makes their
home countries and universities
unique. Desserts and beverages will be
provided.

Ben Fine / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Steve Spurrier eyes another failing offensive possession.

Need A Jacket?
Lightweight, Windproof Jackets
Heavy Fleece and Down Jackets
Waterproof, Breathable Jackets · Zip-In Jackets
Mens, Womens, Kids Jackets
Best Selection of Your Favorite Brands
The North Face · Patagonia · Mountain Hardwear

In the Vista · 1215 Wayne St. · Columbia · (803) 799-7571
www.backpackerqualitygear.com

Many fans left Raymond
James Stadium to get back
in their cars to make the
eight-hour trek home with
one word on their minds:
disappointment.
A f ter com i ng close to
LSU a nd G eorg ia, bot h
preseason selections to contend for the national championship, Carolina pulled
of f w i ns aga i nst a dow n
Te n n e s s e e
team, a more
t ha n capable
Ole Miss team
a nd i mproving Kentucky
and A rkansas
teams.
MICHAEL
The record AGUILAR
w a s 7 - 3 ; a Fourth-year
p owerhou s e , English
s t r e a k i n g student
Florida team
and a weakened Clemson
program that was in a disarray were the only two teams
t hat stood in t he way of
the 2008-2009 Gamecocks
achieving the highest regular season record of USC
coach Steve Spurrier’s career as a Gamecock.
However, two blowouts
t o ok t h at d re a m out of
t he pic t u re. D ue to t he
increasing parit y in college football, the Outback
Bowl stood looming like
the golden statue in front
of Indiana Jones. A bowl
that typically wouldn’t even
take a second glance at a
seven-win team was giving
the Gamecocks a chance for
redemption.
A s t he bowl season
prog ressed, t he Big Ten
struggled to stay af loat in
its bowls. USC fans gathered hope, assuming that
a team from such a weak
conference would not stand
against t heir Gamecocks
from the mighty SEC.
It was not to be. Just as
Jones had the Golden Statue
ripped from his hands, the
Iowa Hawkeyes ganged up
and stole t he prize away
from the Gamecocks both
literally and figuratively as
Carolina fought its way to
five turnovers.
It was a familiar feeling
for most Carolina fans. It
was very similar to five of
the Gamecocks’ fi nal losses
last season.
It was eerily similar to the
way it must have felt leaving Shreveport, La. in 2005
after USC allowed a comeback win to an overmatched
Missouri squad.
It must have felt distinctly
like having to turn down a
bowl berth in 2004 because
your entire football team
spent several painstak ing
minutes towards the end of
a football game brawling
with its rival team.
The feeling must have
been almost as disappointing as every time a Carolina
f a n lef t W i l l ia m s -Br ice
du ring t he 21-game losing streak that lasted from
1998-1999.
The loss must have rang
a lot like the loss to Navy in
1984 when the Gamecocks
were u ndefeated and
ranked No. 2 in the nation
and fell to t he unranked
Midshipmen. Also, it probably felt a lot like each of
the losses in the two following seasons where the
G a mecock s d id n’t crack
.500.
As many of those
G a mecock f a n s lef t t he
home of t he Ta mpa Bay
Buccaneers following a 3110 beating, many of them
probably wondered, rightfully so, if that feeling that
felt so similar to those many
times before, would ever go
away.

The Daily Gamecock ● MONDAY, JANUARY 12, 2009

BA

PAGE 4B

MEN’S
BASKETBALL

LL
FAST
BREAK
RECAP
A
B
T
E
K
S

South Carolina’s fivegame win streak is
snapped at the hands
of archrival Clemson in
front of a sellout crowd
at the Colonial Life
Arena. Devan Downey
scored 37 points for
the Gamecocks.

The Gamecocks
kick off the winter
break with a sound
whooping of lowly
UNCC, running their
nonconference record
to 7-1 in the process.

Mary Ann Chastain / The Associated Press

USC 90, North
Carolina Central 43

USC 87, No. 20
Clemson 98

Dec. 30, 2008

Dec. 16, 2008

WOMEN’S
BASKETBALL

Dec. 19, 2008

Dec. 28, 2008

In Dawn Staley’s first
marquee matchup of
her career at USC, the
Gamecocks played
a valiant first half,
trailing only by three
possessions, before
being outscored by
22 in the second half.

Faced with the
opportunity of
knocking off a
top-five team for the
second time in three
games, USC had no
answer for UConn’s
dominating inside
game, as the Huskies
outscored Carolina
56-18 in the paint.

USC 47, No. 3
Stanford 78

Brett Flashnick / The Associated Press

USC 48, No. 1 UConn
77

See a place of exciting challenges and rewards.
See a place where you'll feel empowered to do something brilliant.
See yourself in Store Leadership.

We are committed to building the best team in the industry. Discover the
challenges, benefits and fun environment few companies can match.
Target offers a variety of exciting career opportunities for talented team
members in areas such as:

Executive Team Leader
Executive Team Leader, Assets Protection
Executive Interns
To learn more about Target Careers available or to learn when Target
will be on campus next, visit your career center or apply online at:
Target.com/careers
See you soon.
Target is an equal employment opportunity employer and is a drug-free workplace.
©2008 Target Stores. The Bullseye Design is a registered trademark of Target Brands, Inc.
All rights reserved.

PIECES ● Continued from 1B
rity at the end of the last two
seasons is the attitude with
which players and coaches
tend to take that descent.
Spurrier once told fans
that he did not want to hear
applause for the team after a
losing effort. However, during the bowl game Spurrier
decided to settle for a field
goal when USC was trailing
31-7 and was well beyond the
point of no return in terms of
a comeback.
“Well, it was fourth and
ten — it was a long way, a
long way,” Spurrier said.
“Tried to put a few points
up — 31-10 looks better than
31-7.”
W hat happened to
Spurrier’s old attitude of, “If
you ain’t first, you’re last?”
It seems that the Spurrier of
merely two years ago who
would have kept scratching
and clawing for victory until
the very end, and certainly
PIECES ● 7B
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Chris Cox

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

Carolina gets back on the
right track with a victory
over Top-25 opponent
Baylor in Waco, Texas.
Senior guard Zam Frederick
hit the game winning layup
with 5.1 seconds left. It
was head coach Darrin
Horn’s first victory over a
nationally ranked opponent
at USC.
USC 85, No. 19
Baylor 84

Duane A. Laverty / The Associated Press

The Gamecocks close out
the final game of the
nonconference season with
a sound 78-61 victory
over the Terriers. USC’s
11-2 nonconference record
was its best start since the
2003-2004 season, which
marked the last time
Carolina made the NCAA
Tournament.
USC 78, Wofford 61

Jan. 2, 2009

Jan. 5, 2009
Jan. 4, 2009
Senior Demetress Adams led the way
with 14 points and a buzzer-beating
layup as the clock expired to deliver
Carolina the one point victory in
Raleigh, N.C. It was Dawn Staley’s first
career victory over an ACC opponent
and USC’s first win over NC State in its
last six meetings. Legendary Wolfpack
coach Kay Yow announced two days
later she would miss the rest of the
season because of health concerns.
USC 56, NC State 55

Jan. 8, 2009
Carolina fought valiantly over
another top 10 opponent, only
to face its most heartbreaking
defeat of the season. USC
rallied from a 10-point deficit
twice and trailed by only
a basket with less than 15
seconds remaining, but Auburn
was solid from the free throw
line and was able to pull out the
victory in Columbia.
USC 76, No. 9 Auburn
80

Brett Flashnick / The Associated Press
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Baseball prepares for changes of new year
USC sees differences in dugout,
bullpen, lineup, location prior
to 2009 season opener
Ty Zeigler

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Ben Fine / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Catcher Kyle Enders hits against Clemson last season.

Statistics have a grip on the game of
baseball which are even greater than
Gregg Maddux’s grip of the strike zone.
This incomprehensible sea of numbers
stretches over unimaginable amounts
of paper and web pages and draws in
millions to follow the game.
An observation of the USC baseball
team’s statistics heading into the 2009
season, however, may actually dampen
— rather than deepen — a baseball
enthusiast’s passion for the Gamecocks
this season.
The 2009 USC baseball team from
2008 to 2009 is losing 57 percent of their
runs scored, 58 percent of their hits, 76
percent of their home run production
and 71 percent of their RBI producers.

Three-fourths of their infield will need
to be replaced and their first, third,
fourth and fifth place hitters will need
to be replaced.
This loss of production on offense
is debilitating and the pitching staff
has seen significant losses as well. The
Friday and Sunday starters are gone
due to graduation and the MLB draft.
Those two starters plus the three pitchers out of the bullpen who have left the
team represents the departure of over
half the innings pitched by Gamecock
pitchers last season.
Where Carolina lost production from
the 2008 squad, they gain the opportunity for new talent to emerge.
At the backstop position, returning
starter Kyle Enders may get displaced
by junior college transfer Justin Dalles
or Florida State transfer Brady Thomas.
Head coach Ray Tanner has mentioned
that one of the catchers may serve as
the designated hitter when not behind
the plate.
No hitter on the current roster will

likely make up for former first baseman
Justin Smoak’s production, but last
year’s designated hitter/relief pitcher
Parker Bangs will likely start at first
base if he is not pitching, leaving Jeff
Jones to start otherwise.
The middle infield should be composed of junior college transfer Bobby
Haney at shortstop (though a poor
offensive showing in fall practice has
forced Tanner to weigh other options),
and eit her ret urning starter Scott
Wingo or junior college transfer Casey
Rihn will get the nod at second base.
Tanner has mentioned that Rihn and
Wingo were “pretty even” after fall
practice.
Veteran A ndrew Crisp , who has
played inf ield and outf ield for the
Gamecocks since 2005, is likely to be
penciled in as the starter at third base,
assuming he heals properly from the
back injury he suffered last season.
Crisp is very versatile and could play in
BASEBALL ● 7B

MYRTLEBEACHSTUDENTTRAVEL.COM
FREE Jet Boat ride OR helicopter ride
with every week!
And lots of other incentives at the website!

Grad Week prices start UNDER $75 per person
4-10 people per room.
Contact us at:
(843)-222-3005 or (877)725-2237
www.MyrtleBeachStudentTravel.com

*Less expensive
rooms go first!

CHERRYGROVEBEACHHOUSES.COM
3 hours on JetSkis OR a FREE night in a limo for up to 14
people on all reservations for June!
Our beach houses hold from 6-26 people.
Most beach houses offer similar incentives in different seasons.

Contact us at: 1 - 800 - 418 - 9279 or at www.cherrygrovebeachhouses.com

RATES
STARTING AT

$390

GREAT
LOCATION

LIVE WITH
A NEW
ESTATE
OF MIND

LESS THAN FIVE
MINUTES FROM CAMPUS
fully furnished units
individual leases
utility package
resort style pool
basketball court
water volleyball
24-hr game room
24-hr computer lab
tennis court
sand volleyball court
24-hr fitness center
courtesy attendant on site
new for fall ‘09 :
new pool furniture
updated computer lab
updated clubhouse

riversidecolumbia.com
800 ALEXANDER RD

amenities subject
to change

803.939.0444
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The redshirt sophomore responded by finally getting USC
on the board with 10 late points
on a 10-yard touchdown pass on
third-and-goal to tight end Jared
Cook while also setting up Ryan
Succop’s 48-yard field goal late in
the game.
“Stephen struggled, so we let
Chris try it in the second half,”
Spurrier said. “We did a little bit
better here and there. We weren’t
as good as I thought we would be
on offense.”
For t he game, Smelley and
Garcia combined to connect on 26 of 50 passes for 270
yards, one touchdown and three
interceptions.
“We did some decent things
in t he middle of t he year but
recently we’ve struggled; we’ve
really struggled,” Spurrier said.
“We’ve really got to go back to
running the ball, run the ball and
run the ball and throw some play
action passes.”

After the teams traded possessions over the next few minutes,
Iowa (9-4) went right back to work
with a nine-play, 80-yard drive,
capped by Greene’s second touchdown of the afternoon.
Greene, who was unanimously
named the Outback Bowl MVP,
may have saved his best for last,
as his performance on Jan. 1 was
good enough to break the all-time
Iowa single season rushing touchdown record against the deflated
Gamecocks.
Greene rushed for his 18th,
19th and 20th touchdowns against
Carolina. He announced immediately after the game that he would
forego his fi nal season of college
football and prepare for the upcoming NFL Draft.
With the Gamecocks down by
an embarrassing score of 31-tonothing, Spurrier turned to former
starter Chris Smelley, who threw
a career high four interceptions
in USC’s last regular season finale Comments on this stor y? E-mail
against in-state rival Clemson.
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
BASEBALL ● Continued from 6B

Post-Game Notes
• With a 7-6 finish, South Carolina has finished
.500 or better for the fifth consecutive season.
• Head coach Steve Spurrier is now 7-8 all-time in
bowl games, 1-2 as South Carolina’s head coach.
• South Carolina was penalized 10 times for 100
yards, setting both a season high and a Gamecock
bowl record. The previous high in a bowl game was
nine penalties in the 2006 Liberty Bowl against
Houston.
• Carolina fell to 4-10 all time in bowl games,
2-1 in the Outback Bowl, and 3-6 all-time against
schools currently in the Big Ten Conference.
Thursday’s Outback Bowl marked the first meeting
between the Hawkeyes and Gamecocks.

be penciled into the lineup but should prove
to be vital to the team’s success are the new
third base coach, hitting coach and recruiting coordinator, Chad Holbrook , and the
opening of a brand new baseball stadium.
Holbrook has spent the past 15 seasons at
the University of North Carolina. During
his time there he brought in multiple top-10
recruiting classes, and posted six of the
school’s top seven hitting seasons in history.
Last year, the Tar Heels team batting average was .324, compared to .299 for USC.
Also at UNC, Holbrook was a part of 11
NCAA Tournament teams, which included
four trips to the Super Regionals, and three
trips to the College World Series.
Through a corporate sponsor is currently
being sought, USC will enter the 2009
season playing at a new field that is unnamed. The stadium is on the banks of the
Congaree River, south of the Blossom Street
bridge. The estimated fi nancial cost of the
stadium is approximately $35 million.
Opening Day is slated for Saturday, Feb.
21 against Duquesne. Spring Practice will
start on Feb. 1.

other positions as he is needed, which would
present Nick Ebert with an opportunity to
play third base.
The outf ield appears to be set with
sophomore Whit Merrifield returning to
play center, and junior DeAngelo Mack
returning to play left field. Freshman Jackie
Bradley of Prince George, Va. will likely
play right field because of his spectacular arm, and may hit in the middle of the
lineup.
Freshman Adam Matthews may also get
playing time in the outfield, as his incredible speed makes him a potentially powerful
offensive weapon.
Preseason All-America selection Sam
Dyson and junior Blake Cooper will likely
be the weekend starters plus one of three
freshman out of Adam Westmoreland ,
Nolan Belcher and Matt Price will fill the
third weekend rotation spot.
The bullpen returns several veteran
hurlers including senior Curtis Johnson ,
who will once again be the closer after
prematurely ending the 2008 season with
an elbow injury.
Two other welcome additions to USC Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@
baseball in the 2009 season that will never mailbox.sc.edu

PIECES ● Continued from 4B
would not have accepted a
loss, is now content to simply
make a loss look better.
Beyond Spurrier, there are
attitude problems within the
team. Munnerlyn touched
on the attitude and the idea
that some of his teammates
gave up towards the end of
the game.
McKinley, commendable
for his play on the field and
his exemplary behavior off
of it, is a quintessential team
player. However, after the
O utback Bowl was over,
even he had to admit that
at a certain point, he saw it
coming.
“(After the fi rst few Iowa
scores) I was thinking here
we go again like the last two
games,” McKinley said. “It’s
just like last year.”
This spring is going to be
the watershed of Spurrier’s
reig n at USC . Shou ld
Spurrier find a way to, as
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OFFENSE ● Continued from 2B
connected with tight end going into the bowl game.
Jared Cook for a 10-yard
“He came in and expected
touchdown. The Gamecocks 110 percent and if he didn’t
could only manage a field get it out of you in practice,
goal more in the game’s final he’d get it out of you after
two minutes.
practice,” Brinkley said.
The most disappointing
T he G a me c o c k s a l s o
part about Carolina’s season were ranked first against the
was how well the defense had pass allowing just 160 yards
played all season, but that a game and continued that
was overshadowed by the of- dominance on Thursday,
fense’s inability to move the a l low i ng on ly a meager
football.
147 passing yards by the
Senior middle linebacker Hawkeyes.
Jasper Brinkley was disapThe defense did all it
poi nted w it h t he team’s could to give South Carolina
effort, although he believed a chance, but the offense
that they did not give up.
just could not put drives
“We didn’t quit, we just together to answer Iowa’s
didn’t maximize our oppor- early scores.
tunities,” he said.
Spu r r ier wa s st r a ight
Defensive Coordinator forward and blunt about the
E l l i s Jo h n s o n h a d t h e outcome.
Carolina defense playing
“Give Iowa credit for kicktough in ever y game, no ing our tails today,” he said.
matter the situation. The
Gamecocks ranked fourth Comments on this story? E-mail
in total defense in the SEC sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu

he once said, “shake being
a South Carolina team that
don’t k now how to win,”
t hen t his team could see
success.
Spu r r ier once asked,
“ W hy not u s? W hy not
t he Un iversit y of Sout h
Carolina?” As his career as
coach rolls on, the reasons
why not seem to continue to
mount. However, Spurrier
and his crew do have some
l ight s at t he end of t he
tunnel. Spurrier is the winningest coach over a four
year span at USC, recruiting

classes have been among the
best in the nation and there
are some players who have
clearly dedicated themselves
to a fan base that craves success as much as, if not more
than, any in the nation.
As difficult as it seems, for
USC it simply is a matter of
putting the pieces together.

Comments on this story? E-mail
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
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Place a Classified ad: p

803-777-3888

•

f 803-777-6482

•

www.dailygamecock.com
Major credit cards accepted

Line classified ad rates

Additional Info
Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length

First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line

classifieds
E-mail:

Apartments
The Gates - 2BR 2BA Condo $1200/mo
inclds util. Contact Tim 843-377-3486
1BR 1BA Garage Apt - 1 mile to USC
stove refrig NO PETS 1 yr lease
$380/mo (inclds water) +$350 deposit.
622-6663 or 345-9290
Efficiency 1&2 BRS Start at $700
All utilities, cable, high speed Internet
$100 sec. deposit/1 mo. free with a
12 MO. LEASE Cornell Arms 799-1442
2009 Greene St.
Save $$$ on GAS! Walk to Class!
$595/mo+sec dep/lease/jappl fee. Sorry
NO PETS NON SMOKER 771-8724.

Roommates
1/rmmte for 3BR house 4/M 8 min from
USC $450 _ util Cable & Wireless internet
CH&A
furn
LV
RM.
Call
803-984-7492
Looking for m/f rmmtes to share 3BR
2BA house. $380 + util. Length of lease
nego. Roewood Area. 5 minutes from
USC. Call 513-3306 for more info.

Housing-Rent
Apartments & Homes Near USC
Hawkins Properties 799-0804
VERY LG PRIVATE ROOMS FOR
RENT
$290-$335 inclds all utilities.
Walk or cycle to school. Very Clean!
Call 463-5129

Help Wanted
Lexington Leisure Center is seeking a
PT Wellness Center employee with good
public relations skills to work their desk
M-F, 5-10pm, occasional weekend days,
$6.55 & up.. Call Beth 359-3658.
PT WAREHOUSE
POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Pennington Seed is now hiring PT 1st &
2nd shift warehouse workers. Positions
may last through the year. Applicants
must be able to lift up to 50 lbs in an outdoor and/or dusty environment, and
work in a dusty environment. Commitment of at least 4/days/wk required,
hours are flexible. Apply in person at
our drug free location 1236 Eden St.
Columbia, SC 29201

We have the best job on campus!!
Make $8.25 per hour!! Build your
resume, earn great bonuses, and
show your Gamecock pride!!
More info? Want to come to an
interview session?
Interested in applying? Email:
Jessica.Neno@ruffalocody.com
or call 777-4705

PT OFFICE HELP 20-25/hrs filing, errands, phone. Must
have valid SCDL 794-8078.
Sales Agent Recruiter for Bankers Life &
Casualty Co. Earn $400-$1600/mo working PT as a recruiter for a busy insurance sales office. No experience necessary and training is provided. Candidate
must have basic computer knowledge
and strong phone skills. Contact
Brenna Stogner at 798-4450 or email
brenna.stogner@bankerslife.com to
apply! EOC M/F/H/D RA 06-034

Very established upscale salon is seeking a polished individual for the following
hours Mon & Wed 2-6pm Fri 1-4pm and
every other Saturday. Candidate must
have great communication skills,
and naturally polite, exceed client’s
expectations and be on time.
Interested parties please email
cshealy@australsalon.com

5PTS/USC 3BR 2BA house 1 yr old
available 8/1 $950. 948-8033

Housing-Sale
LUXURY DOWNTOWN CONDOS
From $99,900 518-2189
www.elmwoodplacecolumbia.com
LUXURY DOWNTOWN CONDOS
From $99,900 518-2189
www.elmwoodplacecolumbia.com

Help Wanted

Additional options

Noon, 1 business day prior to publication

sholmes@mailbox.sc.edu

Telecounseling Positions Available
The Office of Undergraduate Admissions
is looking for enthusiastic, dedicated students to assist with recruitment this year
by calling prospective students, admitted
students and their parents. Applicants
should possess strong communication
skills, enthusiasm for USC, good work
ethic, professionalism and basic computer and telephone skills. Students are
required to work a minimum
of
2/nights/wk during the hours of 5-9pm.
Monday-Thursday throughout the school
year, except on University holidays.
$7.50/hr to start. Training begins January 26th. Applications are available in
the Office of Undergraduate Admissions located on the Horseshoe in
Lieber College. Application deadline:
January 20th at 12:00PM. For more
information, please call Alex Fippinger at 777-0394.

CONDO FOR RENT
2BR 1BA Central A&Heat, completely
remodeled, pool $585. 10 min. from
school. CALL (803) 463-5129.

DEADLINE

•

Office hours: M-F

Help Wanted
Child Care
Bright, articulate resp person to help with
two kids after school ages 11 & 12
2:30-6:30 PM 3/days/wk (Flex). Includes
homework delivery to lessons errands
some lite pickup. Intown Exp safe care &
great refs reqd. Begin now. Contact
Barbara @ bjrtravel@gmailcom or
730-3521

Help Wanted
Afterschool
Programs
TEACHER NEEDED - The GAP Center
After School Program is now hiring for
after school teacher. Immediate teacher
position available work from 2:30-6:30
M-F. Must be dependable, fun and love
interacting with children ages 5-12 y.o.
Fun working environment and great pay!
Call 261-0124 for interview.

Help Wanted
Restaurants
Rust Social Lounge is excepting applications for EXPERIENCED Bartenders,
Hosts and Servers only. Apply in person
at 918 Gervais St. Tues-Sat after 4pm.

NOW HIRING: Lunch time waitstaff 11-3pm
Have a good GPA, hard working
and looking for fun
environment to work?
Apply on line at www.miyos.com

Services
Serious financial problems?
Confidential bankruptcy advice.
Start fresh. Free consultations. 779-1700
www.MatthewsandMegna.com
THERAPEUTIC STUDENT MASSAGE Stressed with school? Need time to relax? Contact Student Mobile Massage
and Spa Services.WE COME TO YOU!
For more information please email us at:
therapeutictouchmassage2008@gmail.com

PREGNANT, NEED HELP? FREE
pregnancy test Call Birthright
765-0165

Typing Services
Retired Admin. Asst. will work from
home. 18 yrs exp. All your typing
needs 604-0992 ask for Polly.

Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost

8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

Tutoring
Services
Mathematics tutoring services!
CALL THE EXPERT! 738-8956

Work Study
Opportunities
$9 per hour! 5 WORK-STUDY OFFICE
ASSISTANTS needed @
SC Vocational Rehabilitation Dept. near
Airport. Must have an award to be eligible for these jobs! Depts. needing
Assistance: Public Info,Human Resources, IT Training Ctr. Case
Management & Evaluation Ctr.
Please call Cathy Smith @ 896-6553
for interview. EOE

Work Study
Opportunities
Thomas Cooper Library is seeking student employees. Apply at the Circulation
desk. Work Study required. Please email
cwprice@sc.edu for more information.

